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. . . all books lead to Thessaloniki

The book world is packing its bags and heading for Thessaloniki!

The 3rd Thessaloniki Book Fair is preparing to receive its many guests for this big, four-day-celebration. Greek and foreign publishers, authors, literary agents and organisations, booksellers, librarians, library scientists, journalists and readers will all be here at this annual festival, meeting each other, talking to each other, getting up to date, and closing deals. 

400 exhibitors (300 Greek and 100 from abroad), as well as 200 library scientists and 100 booksellers are contributing to this large-scale event which has, in its short life, managed to put itself on the map of international book fairs.

In July, the Thessaloniki Book Fair is due to join the club of the 25 largest international book fairs along with London, Paris, Frankfurt, Beijing, and Moscow. The occasion will be marked by an official signing in Leipzig on 17 July. 

The result of close collaboration between the National Book Centre (EKEBI), HELEXPO, the Panhellenic Federation of Publishers and Booksellers (POEB), and operating under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture, the Thessaloniki Book Fair has become a point of reference publishing world and is twice as large, twice as international as last year, showing that the fair has gained the confidence of professionals in the field, both at home and abroad. 

Minister of Culture Giorgos Voulgarakis has been invited to open the fair on Thursday 25 May, 19:30 at the Vellidis Conference Centre. There will be a reception on the roof garden, sponsored by the Municipality of Thessaloniki Directorate for Youth and Culture, with music provided by the Kalamaria Municipal band. 

The city is swathed in the red of this year’s promotional campaign. 80 bus stops have been decorated, and 3 buses are making the rounds of the city, inviting residents and visitors to attend. Macedonia airport is hosting an exhibition showing people from the world of the arts photographed book in hand, greeting passengers with an invitation to the 2006 Book Fair. 

The book fair is being held in the heart of Thessaloniki and covers 5, 000 sq. m. and comprising three exhibition spaces (Vellidis Conference Centre, Stands 6 and 12). Visitors will have the chance to be brought up to date on recent developments in Greek publishing and to look at books from 41 foreign countries (33 have their own stand):

· Europe (United Kingdom, France, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Holland, Spain Catalonia and the Basque country), Portugal, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia, Norway, Finland, Slovakia and Czech Republic

· Balkans:(Serbia and Montenegro, Romania, Albania, Bulgaria, FYROM, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia)

· Mediterranean (Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Cyprus, Turkey, Israel, Algeria, Egypt, Palestine) 

· And further afield (Russia, Georgia, Pakistan, Japan, Argentina, Mexico, Canada, Australia, USA)

Also attending:

· 7 foreign channels will be there to cover the fair: BBC, TV5, Deutsche Welle, 7 literary agents (Russia, Holland, France, United Kingdom, Turkey and USA)

· CNN Turk, RAI, Romanian State television and Serbian State television.

The Thessaloniki Fair offers its visitors a full, varied programme including over 100 events, running all day every day in the 5 auditoria: Cavafy, Elytis, Seferis, Ritsos and Dionysus as well as the Children’s Corner: 
· Literary encounters with prominent authors (60 from Greece and 35 from abroad)

· A special exhibition entitled Wine and Other Delights. 

· Screenings of documentaries and film around the theme of Cinematographic Delicacies. 

· Presentations from the Greek as well as foreign book markets (China, Japan, Taiwan, and Korea).

· Meetings for professional and conferences for publishers and library scientists.  

· Children’s Corner, dedicated to our younger readers, based on the theme Aesop and the Beginnings of Storytelling’. 

Exciting, varied, and multi-cultural events, designed to appeal both to professionals in the book world and the general public.  

A wonderful opportunity for booklovers and potential booklovers to [re]discover the joy of reading, and for Greek books to attract foreign markets and to cross national borders. 

25 - 28 May... all books lead to Thessaloniki! 
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*More details regarding the programme of events at: www.thessalonikibookfair.com 

( EKEBI SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS FOR THE 2006 THESSALONIKI BOOK FAIR
EKEBI has published a series of leaflets related to various aspects of the fair and the many events taking place during the four days. These leaflets will be available to visitors: 

· PROGRAMME OF CULTURAL EVENTS:

A programme of events in Greek and English; a separate bi-lingual programme accompanying the special exhibition Wine and Other Delights; a leaflet detailing the events scheduled at the Children’s Corner – this year’s theme is Aesop and the Beginnings of Storytelling. 

· FOREIGN PARTICIPANTS: writers from abroad – publishers – literary agents – journalists – book organisations: 

An interesting and useful guide for professionals and the general public, providing the details of participants and representatives from 41 countries. It also contains information relating to the life and works of the foreign authors to be presented at the fair. 

· Publishing in Greece 2004

Brings the latest facts and figures relating to publishing in Greece in 2004, showing a 6.8% growth on the figures for 2003. 

This information will be presented at an event organised by EKEBI on Friday 26 May, 18:00. 
· The Book Market Abroad

Four separate files on Asian markets: China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea, including detailed information concerning publishing houses, book production and translations. 

These files will be presented at the special event organised by EKEBI, Friday 27 May, 11:00.

· Thus Spoke Aesop: an anthology of Aesop’s fables with a verse introduction by children’s author Eugene Trivizas – included in the price of the ticket (admission: €2, students €1. There will be no charge for children under 12).

· Thessaloniki City Guide

A bi-lingual guide to the city’s charms, for Greek and overseas visitors alike. 

At EKEBI’s own stand, visitors will find information describing its publishing and other activities, including books dedicated to major Greek literary figures such as Papadiamantis, Xenopoulos, Sikelianos, Embirikos, Palamas and Theotokas.

There will also be daily seminars introducing and explaining Biblionet (the entire body of Greek publishing on the internet, over 100,000 titles); complimentary Biblionet CD-ROMs will be handed out. 

Detailed press releases regarding events organised around special themes:( 
( SPECIAL EXHIBITION 

WINE AND OTHER DELIGHTS

This year’s special exhibition is dedicated to wine and flavours, and shows the increasing focus in Greek publishing on the smaller pleasures in life.

A full and varied programme for the epicurean. In the Dionysus auditorium. 

· A book exhibition of all 350 relevant titles currently in print: large format illustrated books, history books, specialist and general interest titles as well as fiction

· An exhibition of older titles and visual material from the ELIA collection, sure to take the gourmet on a journey through times past 

· Tasting workshops for chocolate, cheese, tea, coffee as well as Greek wine tasting (in cooperation with Wine Plus)

· Excursions to the wine estates in Northern Greece

All this plus a surprise appearance from the renowned French chef, Christophe Felder of Hôtel Crillon, who will set up a small patisserie and unlock the mysteries of chocolate.  

Thursday 25 May (13:00-15:00); for children Friday 26 May (11:00-12:30)  

(FILM SCREENINGS 

Cinematographic Delights

Cinema lovers at this year’s fair will have the chance to enjoy screenings of films and documentaries which savour the bitter as well as the sweet pleasures of life: 

- Mondovino by Jonathan Nossiter

- Bread and Tulips by Silvio Soldini

- Vanilla and Chocolate by Ciro Ippolito
- Chocolat by Lasse Hallström

- Like Chef, Like God by Stergios Niziris

- A Touch of Spice by Tassos Boulmetis

plus 3 documentaries from award-winning Stelios Haralambopoulou: 

- Log Books, dedicated to George Seferis

- Moralis, dedicated to the great painter 

- Mediterranean Stories 

( World premiere of the documentary Murder in the Market Place 
To tie in with the theme of crime fiction, the public will have the opportunity to attend the premiere of the dοcumentary about Greek crime fiction, Murder in the Market Place directed by Angelos Abatzoglou, a Greek State Radio and Television collaboration with Franco-German channel Arte.
( LITERARY ENCOUNTERS

A host of Greek authors: 

(Giannis Xanthoulis (Petros Markaris (Sotiris Dimitriou (Dinos Christianopoulos (Rea Galanaki (Pavlos Matesis (Kostas Mourselas(Nikos Themelis (Sofia Nikolaidou (Vangelis Raptopoulos (Kostis Ghimosoulis(Alexis Stamatis (Christos Homenidis (Giorgos Skabardonis (Takis Theodoropoulos (Manos Kontoleon (Vassilis Vassilikos (Nanos Valaoritis (Elena Houzouri (Sotiria Stavropoulou (Giorgos Polyrakis(Argyris Pavliotis (Maria Mitsora (Giannis Mihalakis (Christina Dounia(Antonis Karakousis (Mitsos Kasolas (Giorgos Bramos (Mihalis Mihalidis (Geoffrey Horrocks (Faidon Giagkiozis (Afrodite A; Salech (Rhea Stathopoulou and others. 

Children’s Corner: (Zoe Valassi(Aris Sfakianakis (Voula Mastori (Manos Kontoleon (Eleni Svoronou (Sofia Mantouvalou (Christos Boulotis (Vaso Psaraki (Christos Dimos (Vana Anthopoulou-Karyoti (Anna Hatzimanoli (Dimitris Baslam (Vangelis Iliopoulos (Vassilis Anagnostopoulos (Tassoula Tsilimeni (Evi Tsitouridou (Tassos Apostolidou (Soula Mitakidou (Evangelia Tressou
These authors have been invited to the fair by their publishers to meet the public (see Programme of Events)

35 writers arriving from overseas

EKEBI has organised a number of interesting events in collaboration with foreign publishers and organisations, giving the Greek public the opportunity to meet their favourite authors, familiarise themselves with new names, and learn about and embrace difference through literature. 

Of particular interest are the four events listed below, dedicated to the following writers:

· TELLING STORIES
Claudio Magris (Italy)

Predrag Matvejevic (Croatia)

· BOOK PRESENTATIONS

Paco Ignacio Taibo II (Mexico)

Geoffrey Horrocks (United Kingdom)

Suad Amiry (Palestine)

Erendiz Atasu (Turkey)

· ROUND TABLE ON CRIME FICTION
Massimo Carloto (Italy)
Yasmina Khadra (Algeria)

Jacob Arjuni (Germany)

· ROUND TABLE ON CONTEMPORARY BALKAN LITERATURE
Ljiljana Habjanovic-Djurovic (Serbia)

Venko Adonovski (FYROM)

Dimitri Kirkof (Bulgaria)

Mehmet Choral (Turkey)

Grete Tartler (Romania)

The Irish Embassy in Athens presents a tribute to Samuel Beckett on the occasion of the centenary of his birth, and an event dedicated to the Irish poet Patrick Kavanagh.

With poets Amy Mims and Macdara Woods.

The Slovenian Society of Authors introduces the literary tradition of their country and presents eight contemporary Slovenian writers, and translations of their work in Greek and English. 
Similar presentations have been planned by organisations from the United Kingdom (Paul Johnston, Kamila Shamsie and Niall Griffiths), Finland (the work of Mica Waltari), Turkey, Slovakia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Russia (the work of Arsen Revazon).


( CHILDREN’S CORNER

 AESOP: THE BEGINNINGS OF STORYTELLING

In the Children’s Corner, both younger and older readers can travel to the centre of the world of storytelling and fairy tales. Authors, illustrators, publishers, teachers, musicians and storytellers will be there, putting together an enormous party with a rich variety of activities that will initiate children into the magical universe of books and reading.

350 sq m has been set aside for this party, with Aesop playing host to stories and fairy tales from all four corners of the earth. Parties of school children (6,000 visited the Children’s Corner in 2005) and individual visitors can:


 Browse the books on display at the Storyteller’s Bookshelf, a library that comes to life through the music of both classical and traditional musical instruments 

· Find out how books are made at the workshops on creative writing and illustration

· Meet authors and illustrators and familiarise themselves with their work (Vana Anthopoulou-Karyoti, Zoe Valasi, Christos Dimos. Vangelis Iliopoulos, Manos Kontoleon, Sofia Mantouvalou, Voula Mastori, Soula Mitakidou, Dimitris Baslam, Christos Boulotis, Elsa Myrogianni, Eleni Svoronou, Evangelia Tressou, Evi Tsitiridou, Anna Hadjimanoli, Vasso Psaraki)

· Watch and take part in dramatisations 

· Listen to storytellers telling stories (Evi Gerokosta, Anthi Thanou, Stelios Pelasgos, Agni Strombouli, Christina Frangeskaki) - and authors too (Aris Sfakianakis)

· Attend a musical performance based on our traditional narrative songs 

· Visit an exhibition of theatre puppets and make their own hand puppets
· Take part both in art workshops and individual activities, leading up to the grand closing ceremony of the Children’s Corner on the last day
· Adults will be able to attend a seminar on the art of narration and find out all about the National Book Centre’s educational programme

The Children’s Corner looks forward to welcoming all visitors, young and old, teachers and parents, to the Book Fair at Building 6, HELEXPO.

( MEETINGS FOR PROFESSIONALS

Seminars, meetings, international conferences, presentations on subjects of interest to the professional, organized by EKEBI: 

· Meeting: Creating the future: innovative services for libraries, archives and museums
This meeting will focus on the way in which cultural organisations in this country are facing up to the challenges of the 21st century. Examples of good practice will be highlighted, and the prospects of cooperation with organisations on a local level considered. The main speaker will be Gunnar Urtegaard, Director of Archives, Sogn og Fjordane, Norway.

Organisers: Veroia Public Library, EKEBI

· Presentation: Greek publishing in 2004 

A presentation of the latest facts and figures relating to publishing in this country in 2004, which showed an increase of 6.8% on 2003.

Friday 26 May,18:00.

· A presentation of the four most largest markets in Asia

A presentation of the Chinese, Japanese, Taiwanese, and Korean markets, including information concerning publishing, publishers, and translations. For those interested in the Asian markets.

Friday 27 May 11.00.

· New school textbooks 

Teachers, pupils, parents, booksellers and publishers will have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with new editions and publications, changes and revisions to existing books, and find out how authors of text books are selected, and learn about collaboration with well-known publishing houses. 

Saturday 27 May 11.00 

· Newspapers giving away books

Publishers, journalists and authors come together to discuss the topical issue of newspapers giving away books. Featuring Le Monde critic, Florence Noiville.

Sunday 28 May 12.00.

Events organised by POEB:

· International publishers’ conference: 

Publishing today: sharks in the aquarium

Saturday 27 May, 10.00

· International publishers’ conference:

Modernising bookshops through marketing: the global debate and promotion tools in Greece

  
Sunday 28 May, 10.00

The Association of Academic Publishers, a POEB member, is holding an important exhibition of books recommended by the Ministry of Education for new school libraries currently in the process of being set up. 

( MAKING USE OF THE EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE
ΕΚΕΒΙ has a set up a special information stand for professionals in the book world, to provide information on current European programmes, covering subjects such as: 

The activities of European organisations promoting reading and developing a cultural sites on the internet; the publication and translation of books on the human and social sciences in the Mediterranean; modernising bookshops, and special European Union projects funded by the Community Support Framework, 6th Programme, the Leonardo da Vinci programme, and Culture 2000.
( The fair will see the first meeting of European publishers involved in the European Ramses II programme – a network of research centres focusing on the humanities, based in and around the Mediterranean region.

Promoting the collaboration between European institutions in the area of social sciences and the humanities, as well as between the largest research centres in Southern Europe (over 35 at this point), the RAMSES II network’s aims are the organisation and dissemination of the knowledge we have concerning the relationship of the Mediterranean with the rest of Europe. The ultimate aim is completion of European research in the social sciences and humanities throughout the Mediterranean, and the creation of a new discipline – Mediterranean studies. 

( ROOMS FOR PROFESSIONALS
3 areas will be available for Greek and foreign journalists for the duration of the fair:

· A fully equipped Press centre

· An audio-visual studio for radio and television coverage, with the possibility for live radio connection

· A meeting room for professional meetings, interviews and negotiations.

7 foreign television channels will be present, covering the fair: BBC, TV5, Deutsche Welle, CNN Turk, RAI, Serbian state television, and Romanian state television.
In addition to local journalists from Thessaloniki, who have always supported this initiative, 20 Athenian press journalists will travel to the fair, with the generous support of the Journalists’ Union of Macedonia and Thrace Daily Newspapers.
( LITERARY CAFÉ
The literary café will be open again this year, serving complimentary cups of coffee to our visitors, set in the outdoor area linking the three buildings housing the fair together. Sponsored by Danesi Coffee.

THESSALONIKI BOOK FAIR 2006

ORGANISATION:

( National Book Centre, Greece (EKEBI)

( HELEXPO 

( Panhellenic Federation of Publishers and Booksellers (POEB) 

( The fair operates under the auspices of the Greek Ministry of Culture

SPONSORS: 

( Ministry of Macedonia and Thrace
( Thessaloniki Prefecture
( Municipality of Thessaloniki – Directorate for Culture and Youth
( Aristotle University, Thessaloniki 

( National Bank of Greece – London Branch

( Journalists’ Union of Macedonia and Thrace Daily Newspapers
( Urban Transport Council of Thessaloniki 

(Bold Ogilvy

(Danesi Coffee
PUBLICITY SPONSORS:

( Mega Channel ( TV5 ( ΕRΤ 3( TV 100 

( Skai Radio 100.3 FM ( Palmos Radio 96.5 FM ( FM 100 

( Macedonia newspaper ( 

( www.cultureguide.gr 

( Os 3 magazine 

PUBLICITY SPONSOR – SPECIAL EXHIBITION: 

( Special edition, Gourmet supplement, Epsilon magazine, Eleftherotypia newspaper, Sunday edition.

With the support of:

(The Thessaloniki Film Festival ( VILLAGE FILMS ( PCV

(The Thessaloniki Book Fair is subsidised by the European Union and the Greek Ministry of Culture – Operational Programme, Culture 2000-2006

