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Literary encounters that will take us from East to West, through fruitful discussions between writers invited to Thessaloniki by EKEBI in cooperation with Greek publishers and other organisations. Different voices, different cultures from Western Europe, the Balkans, Algeria and distant Mexico, come together in open dialogue to meet and exchange views. 

( Telling Stories...

Claudio Magris from Italy, Predrag Matvejevic from Croatia, Orhan Pamuk from Turkey tell fascinating stories, and discuss the ways in which different cultures can communicate through literature.

( Crime fiction around the world

A round table discussion about crime fiction, with leading authors in the genre, Massimo Carloto (Italy), Yasmina Khadra (Algeria), Jacob Arjuni (Germany), with Greece’s own Petros Markaris acting as moderator. 

The round table discussion will be preceded by the premiere of the documentary about Greek crime fiction, Murder in the Market Place directed by Olga Ababzoglou - a Greek State Television and Franco-Germanic Arte Channel co-production. 

    ( Balkan literature

Round table discussion with leading Balkan writers Ljiljana Habjanovic-Djurovic (Serbia), Venko Adonovski (FYROM), ο Dimitri Kirkof (Bulgaria), Mehmet Choral (Τurkey) Grete Tartler, poet and cultural attaché, Romanian Embassy, Athens, addressing the question of whether it is possible to talk about a specifically Balkan literature. Moderated by Aleka Ioannidou, Lecturer, Department of Balkan, Slavonic and Eastern Studies, University of Macedonia. Organised by the Diavazo literary review in partnership with EKEBI and Kedros Publishers.

 ( Book presentations

Writers from around the world will be arriving in Thessaloniki as guests of Greek publishers and EKEBI: 

- Paco Ignacio Taibo (Mexico) invited by Agra and Kedros publishers to present the books Guevara: Also Known as Che and The Uncomfortable Dead.

- Hestia Publishers present Hellenist Geoffrey Horrocks, author of Greek: A History of the Language and Its Speakers, recently published in Greek.

- Typotheto publishers present two female voices form the East: Suad Amiry (Palestine), author of Sharon and My Mother-in-Law and Erendiz Atasu (Turkey), author Midlife Dream.

- Russian publisher Ad Marginem presents the internationally renowned author Arsen Revazov.

Also: 

( The Irish Embassy is mark the centenary Samuel Beckett’s birth with a evening of poetry dedicated to Irish poet Patrick Kavanagh. A collection of his poems has recently been brought out in Greek by Kastaniotis Publishers. Poets and writers Macdara Woods and Amy Mims will be taking part, and the evening will close with the Irish group Folk U2.
( The Slovenian Authors Society presents eight Slovenian authors in a tribute to Mediterranean and Central European literature: Maja Vidmar, Lucija Stupica, Drago Jančar, Ivo Svetina,Vlado Žabot, Evald Flisar, Aleš Debeljak, Mitja Čander.

(The British Council presents author Paul Johnston whose writing is often inspired by the Greece he knows so well. 
Visitors to the fair will be able to meet a number of Greek authors. There will be a review of the most recent developments in Greek publishing from almost all the publishing houses taking part, as well as over 30 foreign houses, mostly European from the wider area of the Balkans and the Mediterranean as well as more distant countries such as Argentina and Japan. There will be a choice of over 100 parallel sessions including: literary encounters with Greek and foreign writers, film screenings, workshops, seminars, meetings for professionals, presentations of academic books, a children’s corner inspired by the work of Aesop.

* Further information about the Thessaloniki Book Fair can be found at www.thessalonikibookfair.com
The Thessaloniki Book Fair is organised by the National Book Centre, Greece (EKEBI) together with HELEXPO and the Panhellenic Federation of Publishers and Booksellers (POEB). 
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