PRESS RELEASE 

From the Athens metro
to Thessaloniki airport 

AN INVITATION TO THE THESSALONIKI BOOK FAIR 2006
25–28 May 2006
With the Thessaloniki Book Fair due to open next week, a photography exhibition, ‘Get caught reading,’ is underway at Thessaloniki airport, inviting the public to join this celebration of books.
‘Get caught reading’ is the title of the European campaign to promote books and reading. EKEBI, representing Greece, is an active participant. Figures from the world of entertainment, the arts as well as politics have been specially photographed, book in hand, to show the pleasure and enjoyment that can be derived from reading.
· GET CAUGHT READING ON THE METRO 

The photographs from the exhibition, accompanied by well-known texts about books and reading, were on display from 8–17 May at the Monastiraki metro station, pleasantly surprising Athenian commuters with images of the likes of Dimitris Papaioannou, Rena Pittaki, Nikos Xydakis, Loukianos Kelaidonis, and Anna Vayena, all with their heads buried in a book.

· GET CAUGHT READING AT THE MACEDONIA AIRPORT
The exhibition, now on at Thessaloniki’s Macedonia airport, will point the city’s many visitors to the Book Fair at HELEXPO. With 400 exhibitors from 44 countries (33 with their own stands) and 150 scheduled events, the 2006 Thessaloniki Book Fair aims to repeat and build on last year’s success. 
The photographs from the exhibition - the work of Stelios Skopelitis - were taken as part of the ‘Get caught reading’ initiative, supported by the European Union’s Culture 2000 programme.

The exhibition ‘Get caught reading’ was arranged with the support of the Ministry of Macedonia and Thrace. 

EKEBI would like to thank Attiko Metro and Macedonia airport for hosting the exhibition.

· Photographs from the exhibition and detailed information about the Thessaloniki Book Fair are available at www.thessalonikibookfair.com 

ORGANISATION:

The Thessaloniki Book Fair is organised by the National Book Centre, Greece (EKEBI), HELEXPO, and the Panhellenic Federation of Publishers and Booksellers (POEB), and operates under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture
SPONSORS: 

( Ministry of Macedonia and Thrace
( Thessaloniki Prefecture
( Municipality of Thessaloniki – Directorate for Culture and Youth
( Aristotle University, Thessaloniki 

( National Bank of Greece – London Branch

( Journalists’ Union of Macedonia and Thrace Daily Newspapers
( Urban Transport Council of Thessaloniki 
(Bold Ogilvy

PUBLICITY SPONSORS:

( Mega Channel ( TV5 ( Skai Radio 100.3 FM (www.cultureguide.gr ( Os 3 magazine 

( Palmos Radio 96.5 FM ( Macedonia newspaper (TV 100 - FM 100 ( ΕRΤ 3

PUBLICITY SPONSOR – SPECIAL THEME STAND: 

( Special edition, Gourmet supplement, Epsilon magazine, Eleftherotypia newspaper, Sunday edition.

WITH THE SUPPORT OF: 

(The Thessaloniki Film Festival ( Village Films ( PCV

(The Thessaloniki Book Fair is subsidised by the European Union and the Greek Ministry of Culture, Operational Programme, Culture 2000-2006

