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In the space of just one year, the Thessaloniki Book Fair has turned into the most important book event in Greece. 

In the space of just one year, everything has doubled: the number of participants, the number of scheduled events and even the floor space the fair occupies. 
THESSALONIKI BOOK FAIR 2006

· This year’s fair will be made up of 400 publishers, 41 countries, over 100 scheduled events, 5,000 sq.m.
· All visitors to the city arriving at Macedonia airport will be greeted by an eye-catching photography exhibition. 12 well-known personalities have been caught reading and have been captured, book in hand, by the camera, their images enlarged into enormous photographs putting across the message that the book world is congregating in Thessaloniki for the third annual fair.
A virtual tour of the exhibition

Let’s take a brief tour of the book fair with the help of 4 of the 7 leaflets produced by EKEBI. 

· First, a look at the programme of cultural events (leaflet 1)

We have put together a very full programme. The Thessaloniki Book Fair has organized over 100 events – 150 to be precise if you include the children’s corner. 

A host of authors are arriving in Thessaloniki. 60 Greek writers (please consult the programme for their names) have been invited by their publishers, and I must confess that had we known they were coming when we were drawing up the programme, we would have organized at least twice as many events. 

EKEBI for its part will give the fair an international flavour. Prominent foreign writers such as Claudio Magris, Massimo Carlotto, Jasmina Kadhra. Paco Ignacio Taibo, Jacob Arnuzi have all been invitied. 
EKEBI has also organised discussions of subjects that are of particular interest to professionals in the book world as well as the general public. I will give you a few examples: Greek publishing – the latest facts and figures (its current state, has it seen any growth this year, what sells better, poetry or fiction?). There will be a presentation of the four largest Asian markets too, as it is high time that Greek publishers started courting these vital markets. We will organize a round table discussion of newspapers that give away books, and much more besides. Interesting, topical issues.

The Thessaloniki Book Fair is an important, unprecedented, literary event. 

60 Greek authors and 35 authors from abroad will be at the fair.

· Let’s see which foreign publishers will be attending (leaflet 2, Foreign Participants)

As I mentioned earlier, 41 countries (33 with their own stands) and 100 foreign publishers will be taking part, arriving from all over Europe (United Kingdom, France, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Holland, Spain - Catalonia and the Basque Country- Portugal, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Slovenia, Norway, Finland, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic) from the Balkans (Serbia and Montenegro, Romania, Albania, Bulgaria, FYROM, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia), from The Mediterranean (Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Cyprus, Israel, and Palestine), from Turkey, and further afield from Russia, Japan, Argentina, Mexico, Canada, Australia, USA, Pakistan and Georgia. 

What is particularly pleasing about this long list is that it is such a balanced one. There is a clear balance of European countries, Balkan and Mediterranean. This was not predictable. That we could attract so many distinguished foreign visitors is one achievement, and for there to be this geographical balance is a further achievement. 

But it is not only publishers that we are expecting: 7 literary agents are attending from Russia, Holland, two from France, United Kingdom, Turkey and USA as well as 7 large television channels (BBC, TV5, Deutsche Welle, CNN Turk, RAI, and the Serbian State television and Romanian State television) covering the fair. In addition to the Press room, we will provide studio facilities. 

For the benefit of our foreign visitors, we have printed a special city guide. 

· The taste experience of the special exhibition (leaflet 3) 

This year the spotlight will be firmly on wine and tempting flavours. We at EKEBI are anxious to demonstrate that this is a dynamic field in publishing (it has enjoyed a 100% increase over the last five years), with a full programme of events based around this theme. An exhibition of 350 books in print, an exhibition of older titles from the ELIA collection, talks, round tables, seminars on the secrets of coffee, the love affair between wine and cheese, the liaisons dangereuses between wine and chocolate, the various tea routes, tastings of select wines, documentaries and film adaptations of literary works, and on Saturday and Sunday there will be organised excursions to Macedonian vineyards. The events programme for the special exhibition was organised with the support of Wine Plus.

A final surprise awaits visitors to this stand: the famous French chef, formerly of Fauchon and today at the Hôtel Crillon, will talk to us about the magic of chocolate. At both of his workshops, the books will smell of chocolate!
· The magical children’s corner (leaflet 4)

This year, the children’s corner is paying tribute to Aesop, stories and fairy tales, and hosting a vast number of events. Together with the publishers of children’s books, we have organised 45 events. Several schools will be involved and we are expecting an enormous number of children. Last year 6,000 children visited us. Each child will receive a book Thus Spoke Aesop together with their ticket,.
Large-scale publicity

As you can see, we have promoted the fair extensively. Newspaper, radio and television advertising has been taken out and 3 Thessaloniki buses are sporting the colours of the book fair and will be in circulation for the entire month of May. 80 bus stops around Thessaloniki inform the public about the fair. In the space of just a year, the Thessaloniki Book Fair has become the largest book event in the country (I say one year, because the first year was the equivalent of volume 0 of a journal). 

A national wager

This fair is a national wager, one we must win. We are counting on your support to encourage people to visit the Thessaloniki Book Fair in droves. 

Joining the club of the 25 largest book fairs in the world

I have one more thing to tell you – and I have been saving this for the end, something very important. It is a great honour for us that the Thessaloniki Book Fair is to join the club of the 25 largest book fairs in the world along with London, Frankfurt, Paris, Beijing and Moscow. This will be marked by an official signing in Leipzig on 17 July. 

Budget:
€850,000 
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